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to accept as an explanation of life the ghostly phantoms into which he 
resolves all human existence: we may see in his whole system of philos- 
ophy indeed nothing but the " Abgrund der Vernichtung " — the abyss in 
which all particulars are annihilated, according to the Hegelian criticism 
— but nothing can detract from the profound and exalted idea of God's 
being which he conceived or the sublime aim- which, by his life not less 
than his words, he set before man to find his highest good in devotion to 
the highest he knows. 

Arch. B. D. Alexander. 
Langbank, Scotland. 

Realities and Ideals. Frederic Harrison. New York: The Macmillan 
Co. 1908. Pp. xiii + 462. 

Forty-four essays are included in this volume, the first twenty-four 
being social and political, the last twenty concerned primarily with mat- 
ters of literature and art, while all have a more or less direct ethical 
bearing. Certain essays written a number of years ago have acquired 
fresh interest through recent events. Such is the opening essay on 
" England and France," in which the author maintains that the progress 
of civilization in Europe will be most effectually furthered by the close 
cooperation and continued alliance of England and France. Many of the 
predictions made in this essay, first published in 1866, have been fulfilled 
in the entente at present existing between the countries in question. The 
renewed agitation for woman's suffrage gives added significance to the 
four chapters on the position and work of women. The author would 
secure for women a position in society equal in importance and dignity 
to that of men with as complete and thorough an education, but believes 
that social development demands not identity, but increasing differentia- 
tion, in the social function of the sexes. Hence he is strongly opposed 
to granting the ballot to women. In his essay on " Votes for Women " 
he advances the curious argument that women are unfit to participate in 
the affairs of government because they, like philosophers, preachers, and 
moralists, working in the moral sphere and exerting spiritual influence 
through their devotion to principles and ideals, are thereby unfitted to 
enter the material realm of government where not principles, nor theories, 
but expediency and compromise, must rule. Such arguments are plausible 
and entertaining. But with equal plausibility it may be argued that 
scholars and theorists are unfit for political activity for the opposite 
reason — viz., that the breadth of their knowledge, showing them both 
sides of every question, causes suspense of judgment and paralysis of the 
powers of action, while the ignorance of the ordinary citizen, allowing 
him to remain prejudiced and partisan, enables him to render more 
effective service to the political causes which he espouses. In harmony 
with this view that the moralist and preacher should confine themselves 
to methods of persuasion and influence, Mr. Harrison in his chapter on 
" The Veto on Drink " condemns all efforts to enact laws prohibiting the 
sale or use of intoxicants. The positivistic philosophy is seen at its best 
in such essays as those on " Centenaries," " Modern Pilgrimages," and 
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" The Use of Sunday," in which the author shows what ethical value may 
be given to certain traditional institutions and observances. In the essays 
of this volume the quality that most impresses one is the fine spirit of 
idealism which characterizes them all. While Mr. Harrison repudiates 
all supernaturalism, his " religion of humanity " is far from a naturalism 
which finds the good in the satisfaction of man's natural impulses and 
appetites. Rather it is the unfolding of the higher personal and spiritual 
capacities of man which he has always in mind as the summum bonum. 

Henry W. Wright. 
Lake Forest College. 
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